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The Writingplace journal is an open access e-journal, published by Nai010 
Publishers and TUDelft Open. Launched in 2017, it forms the first peer-reviewed, 
international, journal on architecture and literature.  

The journal is an initiative of Writingplace, a platform aimed at exploring alternative 
ways of looking at and designing architecture, urban places and landscapes 
through literary writing. The journal presents thematic issues, which, while always 
centered around the productive relationship between architecture and literature, 
will range from pedagogy, spatial analysis, and critical theory to artistic practices, 
individual buildings, landscape and urban design. Next to academic articles we 
open up our journal to the accounts of experiments in education and works of 
design or spatial analysis in which literary tools have been explored.  

All material submitted to the Writingplace journal is subject to a peer-review 
process. The editorial board consists of contributors of the Writingplace platform, 
and will be enhanced by guest editors per issue. We welcome contributions from 
all over the world, and invite authors, architects, educators, (PhD-) students and 
those who generally deal with spatial design and or literature to submit proposals 
for contribution. 

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 
Issue #1 Literary Methods in Architectural Education  
deadline July 1st 2017 

Too often, architectural education is based on problem-solving, emphasizing issues 
of programme, formal composition and the rendering of stylistic images. This journal 
issue explores the potential of literary methods to introduce other perspectives of 
architectural education, emphasizing more experiential aspects of architecture as 
well as investigating the power of (literary) imagination to conceive new spatial 
futures. In this journal issue, we hope to present architectural pedagogies which 
address - through literary means- the very ambiguities that every (future) architect 
needs to be aware of: the balance between subjectivity and objectivity, the role of 
the user versus the autonomy of the designer, the field of tension between the 
reality of a given site and the imagination of a future situation. 



Literature has shown to be able to deal with these many apparent contrasts by 
depicting and making sense of the multifacetedness of lived space. Literary works 
have a great cognitive power as a way of sense making of the world; from the 
values and meanings of myths to the hermetic illumination of a poem, literature 
allows to grasp and express many values of space. Would, by extension, a literary 
approach to architectural education teach students to explore their own sensitivity 
and creativity towards such ambiguous, multifaceted aspects of architecture? In 
which ways do literary modes of observation allow for a more focused and 
perceptive ‘reading’ of places and buildings? How could narratives and scenarios 
provide ways to develop possible new situations? Could creative writing exercises 
provide a way to engage the creativity of the designer in a different and fruitful 
way, a way to sketch by writing? 

This journal issue hopes to bring forward creative and critical tools at different 
levels of complexity that can be used in different phases of the architectural, urban 
or landscape design curriculum, for analytical and for projective tasks, for the 
exploration of themes and future perspectives, and for the evaluation of design 
decisions throughout the design process. 

We invite architects, literary writers, architectural educators, (PhD) students and 
those who more generally deal with the productive links between architecture and 
literature to submit proposals :  
-academic articles discussing pedagogical strategies based on or informed by 
literary instruments (there articles will be subject to a blind peer review process) 
-accounts of experiments in education: descriptions and results of studio work 
-academic works of design or space analysis in which literary tools have been 
investigated.  

Please submit your abstract of 500 words, including keywords, references and max. 
2 images to journal@writingplace.org by July 1st, 2017 

• paper selection 15nd July 
• deadline first draft paper 1st September 

editors of this issue: Klaske Havik, Davide Perottoni, Mark Proosten 

website www.writingplace.org


